
Executive Summary

Purpose and Scope

human travel and to move freight, they are often developed through wildlife habitats and corridors, 

network to live, wildlife requires an intact and connected network of habitat and corridors that 

will be essential to reduce the likelihood of WVCs as new developments, roads, and the number of 

wildlife crossing countermeasures throughout the network of habitats and corridors is an important 

Goals and Objectives
The goal of the DCHC MPO Wildlife Crossings Planning study is to eliminate fatalities and serious 

Establish a Core Technical Team of key stakeholders to help guide the planning process, provide

and incorporated into bridge and culvert replacement projects, and the construction of new

Develop an implementation strategy for funding and delivering wildlife crossing projects at key

Establish partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders to coordinate and advance wildlife

open space departments, transportation agencies, local land trusts, conservation groups, private

Adopt recommendations in local, state, and MPO transportation plans and processes –so that
all new road and bridge projects that cross wildlife corridors and core areas are informed by

Transportation adopting relevant projects into the CTP and MTP, and local councils and county

Reported Wildlife-Vehicle Crash Data
North Carolina documents reported WVC statistics, which are made available through the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) and published in its Animal Related Crashes, County 



Wildlife Passage Guidance document, carcass 

Wildlife Species
The MPO planning area serves as a home and corridor for a variety of wildlife impacted by 

deer (large-sized); turkey vulture and gray fox (medium-sized); and eastern box turtle, eastern gray 

Methodology

Public Engagement Process

organizations such as the Triangle Connectivity Collaborative and the North Carolina Wildlife 

Protecting natural areas for wildlife is key in helping animals move around, keeping their habitats

We need to develop infrastructure that supports wildlife crossings, connects wildlife habitats, and

Based on survey responses, wildlife-vehicle crashes and roadkill impact human physical and
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Project Recommendations

wildlife crossing project recommendations 
located throughout its planning area 

recommendations do not represent an 

wildlife crossing countermeasures to help 
eliminate fatalities and serious injury 
crashes related to WVCs and enhance 

GIS analysis included high rates of reported 
WVCs, wildlife corridor and habitat data, 
and alignment with NCDOT structures 

The site assessment process involved 
an evaluation of each potential site to 
identify barriers and opportunities for 

Strategies for Funding and Implementation

practice to incorporate wildlife crossing solutions for consideration during the planning phase of 
transportation projects, such as bridge and culvert replacement projects, as it often will cost less 

preserve natural areas and implement wildlife crossing solutions is an important step to ensure wildlife 

environmental groups have resources, expertise, and insight that can be leveraged and combined to 
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