
Section 4 
IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIES

Several opportunities and methods exist to 

It is best practice to include wildlife crossing 
elements in future transportation projects as 
they are being planned, as it often will cost less 

delivering wildlife crossing projects exist at 
the federal and state level, as well as through 

Wildlife Infrastructure 
Funding Guide Funding Opportunities within 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

federal funding opportunities that can serve to 

Authored in partnership with ARC Solutions, 
National Parks Conservation Association, 
and Wildlands Network, this in-depth guide 
includes an overview of discretionary and 
formula allocation programs, and information 
including eligibility, selection criteria, set-asides, 
and other considerations alongside sample 
grant award descriptions from successful 

guide can be accessed at 

 

Additionally, ARC Solutions developed a table 

listing federal funding opportunities in North 
Carolina through the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA) for DCHC MPO as part of 

State

Transportation Project Considerations at the 
Planning Phase

Incorporating wildlife crossing solutions for 
consideration during the planning phase of 
transportation projects, such as for bridge and 
culvert replacement projects, can help address 
and prioritize safety, WVCs and their related 

after a project has been completed often 

solutions were implemented during initial project 

can be consulted, and both local jurisdictions 
and DCHC MPO may include the projects and 
example countermeasures in this plan as part of 

Strategic Transportation Investments (STI)

The STI law establishes the Strategic Mobility 

This prioritization process – known as SPOT – is 
administered by NCDOT for the development of 
the State Transportation Improvement Program 
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least every four years, and NCDOT administers 
the SPOT process approximately every two 

NCDOT and MPOs submit their most 

Wildlife crossing improvements could be 

information can be found at 

 

N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission’s 
Partners for Green Growth Program

Green Growth is to provide support for local 
government planning projects that consider 
wildlife and natural resource conservation in 
land use and development planning, incentives, 

governments (North Carolina counties and 
incorporated municipalities) and Councils of 

(NGO) conservation-related organizations are 

Eligible projects include but are not limited to:

Planning that supports conservation of 

A land use, transportation or other plan 

Creation or improvement of incentives 
for conservation-based land use and or 

The NCWRC is the state government agency 

information about this program can be found 
at 

Assistance 

Wildlife crossings have been implemented 
throughout the United States with the support 
of foundations whose giving policies align with 

the groundbreaking wildlife crossing project in 
progress that will protect and restore wildlife 
habitats in Southern California supported by 

46 to the Community 

supporting the advancement of wildlife 
connectivity and crossings in their region of 
North Carolina,47 opportunities exist to align 

Management has developed a list of resources 
(

) for 
grant seekers that can help identify funding 

Conservation
Land use is an important consideration in 

reduce the likelihood of ecological dead ends 

ideal to implement wildlife crossing solutions 
within and adjacent to natural and managed 

Therefore, the acquisition of land to preserve 
natural areas and implement wildlife crossing 
solutions is an important step to take to ensure 
wildlife connectivity and reduce the likelihood 

Transportation agencies and funding entities, 
such as state DOTs, may be more inclined to 
incorporate wildlife crossing countermeasures 
into projects if there is reasonable guarantee 
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will not be compromised by commercial or 

and conserving the land on either side of the 
road from development can help encourage and 

 

Priority sites may also be within or adjacent 

cases where implementing wildlife crossing 
countermeasures at a particular site will have 
a positive impact on reducing WVCs, engaging 
these private entities – whether a private owner, 
company, or business – to consider supporting 
enhancing wildlife crossings may be worthwhile 

lead to conservation easements, development 

Wildlife crossing projects can be realized 

state DOTs, local governments, advisory 

organizations, and environmental groups all 
have resources, expertise, and insight that can 
be leveraged and combined to thoughtfully plan 
for wildlife crossing projects and achieve shared 

existing, and created new, partnerships as part 
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